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Good morning! 
 
Dear Mrs. Cecilia Morel, First Lady of the Republic of Chile, Mr. Lawrence 
Pendergast, Executive Superintendent for Queens North of the Board of 
Education of the City of New York; Ms. Madelene Chan, District 
Superintendent; Ms. Beth Hert, Principal of the Gabriela Mistral Campus; 
Honorable Milenko Skoknic, Ambassador of Chile to the United Nations; 
Honorable Francisco del Campo, Consul General of Chile in New York; Ms. 
Fernanda Bachelet, Trade Commissioner of Chile in NY, Mr. Eugenio 
Echeverria, General Manager of BancoEstado in New York, Mrs. Manolita 
Cody, President of the NorthAmerican Chilean Chamber of Commerce, 
students, parents, members of the staff, friends and special guests, 

Exactly two years ago today—and at this very same time-- we gathered in this 
beautiful building to inaugurate the Gabriela Mistral Campus in honor a 
Chilean woman who through her poetry and humanism made a difference in 
the world and who called New York home—that woman was Gabriela 
Mistral. The city of New York was important to her, and she was important to 
the City of New York. This is the city that offered her the first opportunity to 
achieve greatness when her very first book Desolación was published here in 
1922; it was also the city that offered her an intellectual home, friends, where 
she was a poet, a writer, a teacher, a diplomat and a humanitarian--it is where 



in 1948 she wrote her famous letter “Appeal for a Child,” a letter that became 
the basis for UNICEF, and also, the city where she lived the final years of her 
life.  

As you can see, as New Yorkers, we feel that we have some claim to her, and 
this is what encouraged us to set on this project—to name a school in her 
honor--as one of our main initiatives  and to work with the Department of 
Education of the City of New York—a project that took only about 8 plus 
years to become a reality.  On behalf of the Gabriela Mistral Foundation I 
would like to, once again, thank the Board of Education for believing in us 
and for making this “dream” a reality and I also wish to thank Ms. Hert and 
her wonderful staff for the wonderful collaboration we have had these first 
two years. Thank you all for all you do! 

* * 

And today, we meet again for a very happy and historic occasion as we 
celebrate the second anniversary of the Gabriela Mistral Campus and we 
welcome a most special guest---someone who has dedicated her life to 
serving … Mrs. Cecilia Morel, the First Lady of the Republic of Chile. 

Throughout her life, Mrs. Morel has had a deep devotion to public and social 
service. Hers is the type of devotion that takes her to the field—to meet and 
work in the most direct ways with those in need: families, children, youth and 
seniors--bringing not only help but hope. She is what we call a “doer” and by 
having a passion for what she does and doing what she believes in, she has 
made, makes and will continue to make a great difference.  

We, as a Foundation, have had the honor to work with Mrs. Morel in a 
number of programs and projects to benefit those in need, as well as 
collaborating with her for the establishment of the Gabriela Mistral Salon at 
the Presidential Palace—a most special and beautiful place inaugurated in 
January 2014 during her husband’s President Sebastian Piñera’s first term in 
office. In 2014, the Gabriela Mistral Foundation presented Mrs. Morel with 
the Gabriela Mistral Humanitarian Award. As First Lady, her work continues 
to be focus in helping those in need—most especially with children and 
seniors and reaching out to the community at large. 



Mrs. Morel, embodies the humanitarian qualities of those who serve, and we 
cannot think of a more significant and wonderful place to welcome her than 
here in this beautiful building—a building that is beautiful, not only because 
of the structure itself, but most importantly for the beauty of its purpose... 
which is dedicated to teaching new generations; for the beauty of its daily 
occupants . . . students and staff, and for the honor of having the visit of our 
First Lady. 

 
It is with great pleasure that now and on behalf of the Gabriela Mistral 
Foundation, Inc,  I introduce to you the First Lady of the Republic of Chile, a 
great humanitarian and a dear friend, Mrs. Cecilia Morel Montes  
 
Thank you! 

Gloria Garafulich-Grabois 

President, 

Gabriela Mistral Foundation, Inc.


