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Family 
 
Cecilia Morel was born on January 14, 1954 in a family of seven siblings. During her early childhood 
years, she lived in San José de Maipo. Later on, her family moved to Santiago. 
 
At the age of 19, she met Sebastián Piñera, who lived a few houses away from hers. They married in 1973 
and in December of the same year, they moved to the United States, where her husband studied for a 
Ph.D. in Economics. Their first daughter, Magdalena was born in the United States in 1975. After their 
return to Chile, their three youngest children were born: Cecilia (1978), Sebastián (1978) and Cristóbal 
(1989). 
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Vocation for Public and Social Service 
 
Her deep devotion to public and social service was undoubtedly inherited from her grandmother and 
her mother. She studied Family Counseling at Carlos Casanueva Institute—her studies allowed her to 
learn about the needs of disadvantaged families. Among the first projects in which she participated—
and that she fondly remembers—was “La casa de la juventud” (Youth’s Home), in the municipality of 
Conchalí, and the plan to rehabilitate the young people in prison in the municipality of Puente Alto. 
 
In 1989, she founded Mujer Emprende Foundation, with the mission to encourage employment and 
training for women in vulnerable areas. At the same time, she was an active member of the Commission 
for Justice and Peace of the Pastoral work of the Archdioceses of Chile and carried out various activities 
as Counselor for topics related to families and children. 
 
She has always supported and accompanied her husband, Sebastián Piñera throughout his long career in 
public service. She was by his side when he was a candidate for the Senate, a Presidential candidate, and 
most especially, during the four years of his government from 2010 to 2014. However, life had another 
challenge for them, one they accepted with great enthusiasm and commitment: the 2017 Presidential 
candidacy, after which the people from Chile gave them once again the great responsibility to lead Chile 
until 2022.  
 
 
First Lady 
 
During the first government term, in her role as First Lady she chaired the seven non-profit foundations 
of the Presidency (Foundation for the Family; Children and Youth Orchestras of Chile Foundation; Arts 
& Crafts of Chile Foundation; Chilenter Foundation; Integra Foundation; ProDemu Foundation and 
Fundación Tiempos Nuevos). Her work for these foundations was geared to improve their services and 
administration of the funds; increase the number of beneficiaries, strengthen the public-private alliances; 
make advances in transparency, integrity, and generate opportunities for better evaluation. 
 
Yet, the project that was closest to her heart was the program “Choose Healthy Living” (Elige Vivir 
Sano). This, was a new policy that aimed to promote healthy living habits for Chileans based on four key 
pillars: Eat Healthy; Be Active; Live Outdoors and Enjoy Nature - all with the goal to establish a culture 
based on healthy living. In May 2013, this program was signed into Law. 
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Chile Vive Sano (Chile Lives Healthy) 
 
Upon leaving government, and committed to this nationwide cause, she led the founding of Fundación 
Chile Vive Sano. From the private world, she continued to contribute to the fight against obesity and 
sedentary life-style, which are the principal health risks for the people of Chile. To date, more than thirty 
thousand children and teachers have benefited from this program. 
 
 
Second Term 
 
Cecilia Morel returned to La Moneda Palace in her role as First Lady of the people of Chile with a great 
sense of responsibility, love and enthusiasm. In addition to leading and strengthening the network of 
Foundations of the Presidency that so greatly contribute to the country, she will continue to work 
tirelessly on social policies that pursue only one goal: to improve the quality of life, especially for those in 
vulnerable situations. Currently, she is working on a program to promote healthy aging and to improve 
the lifestyle of seniors with the Ministry of Social Development and the National Service of the Elderly.   
 
 
 
 
 
Twitter: @ceciliamorel 
 
Website: https://www.primeradama.gob.cl/  

https://www.primeradama.gob.cl/
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